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not ceased when trials of Lutherans began,
and undoubtedly Wyclif s teaching had pre-
pared the way for the Reformation.

If this direct attack upon the mediaeval
system failed, an official and indirect attack
had a certain success. Clergy discontented
with the Popes had been suggesting the assem-
bling of a General Council since the thirteenth
century. Such a Council profoundly influ-
enced the imagination. In the Eastern Church
to the present day the canons of the old
Oecumenical Councils are regarded as having
much the same authority as the Pope has
for Roman Catholics. Councils had been
an exceptional resource in great emergencies,
and in the outbreak of the Great Schism it
seemed that an occasion had arisen that could
be provided for in 110 other way. There
must be found an authoritative voice of
Christendom that could silence the contend-
ing Popes. The personal part of the work
was accomplished, but the three .famous
Councils of Pisa, Constance and Basel, in
all of which England was represented, broke
down when it came to practical reform.
There was obstruction, due to vested inter-
ests ; there were also national disagreements
in these cosmopolitan assemblies. But their
failure was an object-lesson which showed